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THE VERSIFICATION OF LATIN METRICAL 

INSCRIPTIONS EXCEPT SATURNIANS 

AND DACTYLICS. 

By Arthur Winfred Hodgman. 

IT is my purpose to present briefly some of the more important 
results of an investigation into the structure of the Latin metrical 
inscriptions, with the exception of the Saturnians and the dactylics. 
These are now available in Franz Biicheler's Carmina Latina Epi- 
graphica, Leipzig, 1895-1897. Not all that he gives can be safely 
used : much must be thrown out that has simply " color poeticus " ; 
and hypermetric verses it is safer to reject, unless they have been 
made hypermetric by unwieldy proper names or ages — for most of 
our material is sepulchral. Still, I have been careful in my selection 
not to beg the question by admitting only those verses that follow 
strictly the rules of literary verse. My final selection included 1066 
verses or reasonably certain fragments of verses. It is hardly neces- 
sary to remark that, as I have admitted fragments of verses, my 
figures will not agree with any scheme for a given number of com- 
plete verses. 

The Latin epigraphic verses show very clearly the use of " arche- 
types," as Biicheler calls them ; on these R. Cagnat has a most 
interesting article in the Revue de Philologie, XIII, 1889, p. 51. 
Archetypes must have been in use early, to judge by the similarity 
of the epitaph of A. Atilius Calatinus (cos. 258, 254 B.C.) given by 
Cicero (Cato Maior 61), and that of L. Cornelius Scipio (cos. 259 
B.C.), CIL. I, 32. Verses thus recurring I have used but once. 

The dating of the metrical inscriptions is not an easy matter ; as a 
whole they have been characterized as "timeless." I have estab- 
lished roughly three classes : I, down to 44 B.C. ; II, from 44 B.C. to 
Trajan ; III, from Trajan on. A few imperial inscriptions resisted 
even such an assignment, and these I treated in class IV. The 
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character of the inscriptions of the empire is tolerably uniform, and 
I believe no important points have been obscured by this classifica- 
tion. The older senarii are, on the whole, better than the younger, 
in versification as well as in poetic value ; but verses strict in such 
points as the even arses of the senarius gained proportionately on 
the free sort as time went on. The rarer metres came in only after 
the establishment of the empire. 

Metres are intermingled in single inscriptions in various ways. 
CLE. 1554 consists of two iambic dimeters acatalectic, an Ionic 
dimeter a minore, two iambic dimeters acatalectic, two iambic 
senarii, and two unmetrical lines. 1526 has seven dactylic hex- 
ameters, two iambic senarii, four iambic dimeters acatalectic and 
three trochaic septenarii. 1522 shows eight iambic dimeters acata- 
lectic, curiously combined with eight first Pherecratics acatalectic. 
These will serve as examples. 

Of our 1066 verses, 695 are iambic senarii, and 58 are trochaic 
septenarii. It is but natural to compare these with verses in the 
same metres in Plautus and Terence. 106 senarii antedate 44 B.C., 
but it is doubtful if any are contemporary with Plautus or Terence. 
Still the evidence of our inscriptions is not to be disregarded ; posi- 
tive confirming evidence is certainly to be accepted, and evidence of 
any other kind held in reserve. The whole number of verses is rela- 
tively small — hardly more senarii than in an average comedy — 
and we must not expect too much in the way of results. Then, too, 
we must remember that the subject matter of the epitaphs has un- 
doubtedly had its effect on the wording and structure of the verse ; 
for instance, mens and suus and their cases are in constant recurrence 
and form very convenient ends of verses. 

In most cases, it has seemed advisable to treat the verses as they 
actually stand on the stones. Often it is easy to see what the com- 
poser should have written, or the graver cut ; but I am not so inclined 
to transpose or to substitute, metri gratia, as Biicheler seems to be. 
Various suggestions may be found in his notes to the inscriptions, 
and other emendations can often be thought of ; but for the sake of 
brevity I have usually omitted them. 
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Senarii. 

Structure of the Even Feet. 





SECONr 


FOOT. 






FOURTH FOOT. 


(A 
(A 

< 

O 


a 

03 
S 
< 


W 
H 

Q 
z 
O 

0. 


i 

u 

< 
n 

5 

H 


>■ 

u 
<; 



h 

H 
< 

< 
Z 

< 


W u 

OS * 


w5 

CO 

S 
< 


H 

W 
P 

z 


a. 
tf5 


s 
u 

< 

n 
5 
H 


a 


w 
< 

0. 
< 
Z 


I 


38 


35 


4 


15 






38 


5 2 


2 


10 


2 


II 


IO6 


54 


9 


24 


II 


2 


84 


60 


6 


19 


6 


III 


l6l 


43 


7 


12 


3 




J 35 


59 


4 


13 


I 


IV 


53 


42 


5 


20 


5 


I 


58 


5° 


8 


17 


6 




358 


174 


2 5 


71 


19 


3 


3i5 


221 


20 


59 


'5 





We shall understand the even feet more clearly if we examine each 
inscription by itself, to see whether or not the composer was trying 
to adhere to Greek usage in the formation of the even arses. We 
must throw out of the count those inscriptions that are so short as to 
shed no real light upon the matter. In this way we get a corrective 
upon the varying length of the inscriptions, and we reach these 
results : 



Class. 


Strict 
Inscriptions. 


Free 
Inscriptions. 


Percentage of 
Strict. 


Percentage of 
Free. 


I 

II 

III 

IV 


3 
19 

12 

15 


15 

37 
18 

3« 


16.67 

33-93 
40.00 


83-33 
66.07 
60.00 




49 


IOI 


32.67 


67-33 



From this we see that the free sort of verse continued to be 
written throughout the whole period covered by our inscrip- 
tions, and is oftener represented than the strict. Noteworthy, 
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however, is the increasing tendency to write verses with the even 
arses short- 
Meyer's Law, in free verse, is 



Class. 


Observed. 


Broken. 
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12 
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2 5 
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12 
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25 
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74 


2 3 



Less than half the cases of neglect occur in inscriptions that can 
be called really good. According to Draheim {Hermes XV, 1880, 
p. 243) this law was obscured soon after Terence's time and was 
unknown to Varro, Horace (of course, for his verse is strict !), Quin- 
tilian, or Terentianus Maurus. I have not seen mentioned in this 
connection the words in Cicero, Orator 222 

Missos faciant patronos, ipsi prodeant 

which Cicero gives as a senarius. 

Our cases of neglect of Meyer's Law (if we can call them " neg- 
lect ") consist of 1 1 spondees, 4 molossi, 2 anapaests, 4 polysylla- 
bles with spondaic ending, and 2 with anapaestic ending. The word 
iuenidnt, in a good inscription (64.4) suggests the form euenant, but 

finds parallels in Plautus, Persa 454, 629. In 82.9 (fragmentary, 

good) chidertint may have had a short penult. The other cases 

3 4 
show nothing noteworthy. 



Resolutions. 

Resolutions occur frequently, and in just the same relation to the 
beginnings and ends of words as in Plautus and Terence. The fol- 
lowing tables show their distribution : 
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Resolved Theses. 
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Resolved Arses. 
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The resolutions are occasionally irregularly placed. Thus we get 

a) Pyrrhics with accented ultima : 

78.2 Itl neque 211.3 pil ftiit 

1 3 

b) Trochees with accented ultima : 

1532.1 Cara" mieis 180.2 Casta, fide 

I * 

67.5 Ossa' dedi 1565.2 Ante' quidem 

I * 

73.2 Vern& Rtifria 

I 

Six of these seven are in the first foot, exactly where such accen- 
tuations usually occur in the drama. 

c) Second Paeon with accented ultima: 

73.2 Iuentil Hilara (the only case in which a resolved fifth thesis 
5 
is divided by caesura). 
We have no inscriptional instance of accentuations like _ w v5 or 

d) Dactyls with accented penult : 

68.8 Terti'a 86.1 Mia. 

23.1 Hercdles. The spelling Hercks is rare ; see Bucheler's note. 

I 

Compare Klotz, Altrom. Metrik, pp. 62, 63 and Plautus, 
Stichus 223. 
24.1 ImmfnSt Leoni. Bucheler prefers imine't. 

I I 

102.4 Nam omnia (cf. Plautus, Poenulus 1340). 

I 

1544.8 Ambttla et te. Bucheler says " ambla " as Florus and 

I J 

Hadrian [according to Spartianus, Hadr. 16, Amblare per 

Britannos (tabernas)~\. 

100.2 Poctili. Yotpodi; cf. Lindsay, Latin Language, p. 176. 

ii 
107.4 Diarry'tos 120.2 Innuis 

These nine instances are all in the first foot; so as a rule in 
Greek trimeter and Latin literary senarius. 

e) Very doubtful is 95.3 sparteam ut sibi 
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/) Tribrachs with accented penult (cf. Klotz, /./. 273): 
67.3 ItaquS 2 1 1.3 nimia 

92.2 Stephane 

g) Resolved arses divided by caesura : 
1534, B, 1. depressed uendficae. Bucheler is of the opinion that 

4 5 

this was pronounced ueneficae, on the analogy of 
beneficus. 

195.1 ffat hon6ratus 

3 4 

h) Resolved arses forming the end of dactylic words : 

1 186.16 ndminis fnf — . Doubtless should be ntimini with elision. 
34 3 

64.1 Sdspita pfa 

4 5 

Seven places similar to these may be treated by synizesis ; e.g. 

24.2 urbium cdn — , 172.6 debuit filius 

4 " 5 45 

112.9 Mia Prima. 
1 3 

On the whole, these exceptional accentuations follow very closely 
the rules that have been established for them in comedy. The few 
cases that do not, either are caused by recalcitrant proper names, or 
else occur in inscriptions that are otherwise metrically poor. 

Of the twelve anapaests in the third foot, 109.3 and 160.2 offend 
more than the rest ; for in these the two unaccented shorts precede 
the main caesura. All but three occur in poor inscriptions. 

We may note that the proceleusmatics gravitate toward the early 
part of the senarius, and that they all have a caesura after the 
second short. 

Structure of the Fifth Foot. 
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Tribrach. 
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The tribrachs are 73.2 Iuentia Hilara and 29.6 conuenite pilicrepi. 
The proceleusmatic, 64.1 Sospita pia, may find a partial fifth foot 

5 

parallel in Terence, Adelphi 29. 

An iambus in the fifth foot is admitted by recent scholars only 
under fixed rules ; see Luchs, in Studemund's Studien, I, pp. 5, 13, 18; 
Klotz, /. /. 237, 244, 245. Of our 73 iambi, 60 conform to these 
rules. There remain 

1 1 1.33 (good inscription) placeVe ndn queam 
198.2 ( " " ) tras(ieris) h(unc) l(ociim) 

4 5 

198. 1 ( " " ) ndstr(a) qufsquis e's 

4 ' 5 

These are practically cretic clausulae, and so unobjectionable. 

62.1 (good inscription) fuft parens 

s 

216.6 (rather poor) statfm periit 

5 

On such iambic words in the fifth foot see Luchs, pp. 8, 49. 

1 08. 1 1 (fair inscription) pe"rlegas libens 

s 

134.7 (good " ) p^rlegit meUm 

s 

24.3 (fair " ) cdntigit deds 

s 

1 48. 1 (good " ) factui med 

5 

This cadence is especially offensive to Luchs (see pp. 8, 49). 
Practically the same are 

44.5 (poor inscription) diilcis e*st amor 

1585. 1 ( " " ) qufsquis e's uale 

There remain 

69.4 (good inscription) prdseciitus est 

s 
1 1 1.39 ( " " ) supe'rstite'm mihi 

Of course no new rule can be deduced from these few miscellane- 
ous instances ; we should, however, remember that Luchs had to cut 
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and emend to make his rules. Our exceptions occur at the rate of 
2.1 1 to a hundred verses ; 8 are from good inscriptions. 

The Main Caesura. 
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5 
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6 


Real third foot diaeresis 
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•5 



In six verses (56.3, 59.18, 68.13, 69.1, 70.2, 91.6) we have elision 
at the main caesura between the third foot and the fourth ; that is, 
we have quasi-caesura, which in Greek is recognized as equivalent to 
a caesura in the fourth foot. Five of our six are early, and five are 
in distinctly good inscriptions. None of the 15 forbidden caesuras 
(2.25 per cent of the whole) are from the better class of stones. 



Length of Vowels, 
a) Undoubted instances of archaic long vowels are few : 
59.16 (good) tolft animo (tolit animb would not be legitimate) 

*. 5 4 

1 2 1. 1 (good) libet intris 

4 . s 
81.2 (fair) pudor et (cf. Lucilius, XXX 70 M.) 

4 

Very doubtful are 
216.6 (poor) Rosa simul floriuit (nom. s.) 

1 

128.2 (poor) opta * tibi terra leue ' 

, 5 

1 08.5 (fair) ornata suis ("ornatrix debuit scribi aut ornatu " F. B.) 

5 
103. B. 4. (fragmentary, poor) ae'terna ride's 

s 
190.2 (very poor) ufta diim parua" mane"t 
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132.2 (otherwise good) Sit suauiter et tfbi bene' sit qui legfs 

= 4 

Biicheler's neat tibique removes both difficulties. 

3 

174.2 (poor) fecit (transposition helps all) 

3 
165. 1 (fair) fuit (should be fuerat, as 164.1, 167. 1 show) 

3 3 

62.1 (fragmentary, good) fuft parens (the fifth foot offends unless 

spondaic) 

b) False quantities. We can do little more than list the instances ; 
for it is usually impossible to decide whether it was the composer or 
the stone-cutter who was at fault. 

i) Short vowels used as longs : 

102.4 alumnus 100.2 palaestrae" 

4 4 

50.1 Men tola 

58.1 fflifls ilium (so Wagner on Ter. Haut. 217 !) 

4 
1 12.8 Sororiq. coniugls ornauit memoria 

3 
89.7 libertatl's ac- (libertdtis JL ac- is less harsh) 
34 34 

216.6 RosI, nom. s. and other similar instances already listed. 

103. C. 6 acerbos 

44.2 Magi properares (of course magi\s\ and only apparently false ; 

1 

initial mute and liquid do not lengthen) 

133. 1 Quisque praeteriens (quisque for quisquis also in CIL. VIII, 

4120) 

187.2 Quod comedi et ebibi tantum meu est. Biicheler proposes 

(Nam) quod comedi, and thus avoids three difficulties. Com- 
pare, however, 244.1, an exactly similar acephalous septe- 
narius. 
1 12.4 fruftus 1 90. 1 fruamur 

4 3 

190.8 commodauit. In 213.7 accbmoda ends the verse; the six other 
4 s^ 

verses of 213 are choliambs, — is v. 7 a choliamb or a 

senarius ? 
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In the following words, a short syllable bearing word accent is ap- 
parently lengthened and bears verse ictus. The evidence of the better 
class of inscriptions on the matter of coincidence, and the poor charac- 
ter of the surroundings of these words convince me that these are not 
traces of accentual rhythm, such as we get in inscriptions 223, 225. 

44.2 VSnerem 115.6 titulum 

5 ' 5 

170. i dequs (conflated from 164.1, 169. 1, 171. 1) 

3 
1 1 2.5 Funerauit natos et hanc coepit opera (so in n 2.3 et honores) 

3 5 - 3 

115.2 suis 89.6 Nam quid egregium 

3 12 

103. B. 7 scfo I 585-r hlue 

3 2 

89.5 rogant; "cptant cod. Paris, rogitant Scaliger." F. B. The 

2 

same doubt, e.g., in Persius 5. 134. 

1 152.5 relege 
s 
44.5 ubi 
3 

ii) Long vowels used as shorts : 
1 1 5. 1 aream at; this seems preferable to aream at, for v. 6 shows 

z z 

titulum. 
5 
1585. 1 Primitfua 112.8 Sororfq. 

z 1 

68.11 fniqua. This has doubtless been caused by the substitu- 
3 
tion of Fortuna for Fors of the archetype, as in 18 5.1. 

1 12.5 Funerauit 128.1 trasi's (perhaps choliamb) 

z 6 

59.3 (early) statuenint. Of course hardly to be called a " false " 

quantity. 
c) Iambic Shortening. With the exception of iambi in the sixth 
foot, of words like bene and nisi, and of words that are usually treated 
by synizesis — words naturally iambic 

Become pyrrhics in 37 instances 

Remain iambics 56 

Suffer elision 18 

Are divided between two feet 3 

114 
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A syllable long by position is shortened by a preceding short in 
58.3 Quoad ufxi (qu5d ?) 64.3 bene existumant 

1 5 

68.12 Nihil tfmeo 1 585.3 Alexander 

75.2 nihil fuit 24.1 Immfn&t Ledni 

s 1 

130.2 Id lllf 1544-8 Ambiila §t te 

1 1 

50.3 tfbi tit re- 95.3 sparte'am tit sibf 

= 3 

One monosyllable is shortened, 74.1 et hoc ad (hoc = hue) 

3 

Vowels long by nature are irregularly shortened in four polysyl- 
lables : 

68.11 fniqua (caused by tinkering an archetype) 

3 
1 1 2.8 Soron'q. (in a very poor inscription) 

23.1 Hercules and 100.2 Pociili have already been noticed. 

1 1 

Iambic shortening was resorted to less and less as time went on. 
It was used in later times not as a license consciously understood, 
but rather in a limited number of common words which had been 
permanently affected by the early tendency, such as ego, tibi, modo. 
The natural iambi that appear as pyrrhics are 



mihi 


8 


ego 


5 


haue 


4 


tibi 


6 


modo 


1 


uale 


1 


sibi 


2 


fero 


1 


fui 


1 


ubei and ubi 


3 


puto 


1 


leges 


1 


ibi 


1 


rogo 


2 




7 




20 




10 


Total 


37 



The mihi-ibi class of words are used 

As pyrrhics 20 times 

In the sixth foot 24 
As iambi 8 

that is, they are used as iambi only on a metrical pinch. 
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cT) Position before Mute and Liquid (andfr). 



Short sylla- 


Remain 


Are inde- 


Are 


Final mute 


Final vowel 


bles BEFORE. 


SHORT. 


terminate. 


LENGTHENED. 


INITIAL LIQUID. 


INITIAL MUTE. 


pi 
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2 








tl 








I 




cl 


2 










bl 
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dl 
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pr 
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4 






s 


tr 
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4 


3 


2 


cr 


10 


2 


1 




I 


br 




1 








dr 








I 




fr 


2 


1 
1 


1 
1 




/j short \ 
^ \i indetj 
I 




27 


19 


7 


ft all \ 
"UengthenedJ 


., (1 short \ 
12 Viimdet.j 



Of the seven instances of length, only one is early. 

59.6 pat-rono (Between Sulla and Caesar) 

3 

40. 1 pat-re (Pompei) 

4 

103. A. 1 pat-ri (Probably 1st century) 

4 

1602. 1 pat-ris (327 a.d.) 

3 

29.4 Ag-rippae (As late as 126 a.d. So in Verg. Aen. 8. 682, 

4 

Hor. Od. 1. 6. 5) 

19. 1 sac-ra Q'Saeculi II exeuntis"*) 

2 

1527. B. 3 ref-reno (Between 166 and 180 a.d.). 

4 

<?) Miscellaneous, quantity. 

72.1 ullius. The inscription is fragmentary, but the /seems cer- 
3 

tainly long. 
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130.2 Id illi. Biicheler remarks " etiam turn [circa annum 50 p. 

C. n.~\pronuntiatum est illi correpta syllaba priore." 

This does not at all follow from this one instance ; 

the distich in 130 is undoubtedly derived from an 

archetype of an earlier time — cf . the twin couplet 

129, and Muratori 1635.14. 

There is no instance in our inscriptions of inde unde or nentpe. 

131. 2 has omnia probably, rather than omnia. 1392.5 gives as the 

end of a pentameter 

fam lapis ste minas (Mart. 6. 76.4). 

157.2 sero (in iambi Graecanici) 

Hiatus, 
d) Non-elision of monosyllables : 

57.5 (fragmentary but good) cu ameiceis 

4 
63.5 (excellent) tam iniquom 

77.2 (cento of Augustan age) iam aliquid 

3 
29.11 (as late as 126 a.d. ; cannot be referred to an archetype) 

de apotheca 
3 
Very doubtful is 103. C. 4 Sic me amasti. It seems likely that 

Sic me amauisti, or Sic nbs amasti stood in the original. 

I 

We also find this non-elision twice in trochaic septenarii (233.3, 
241. 1). 

b) Real hiatus: 

82.7 (good inscription metrically) 

Rumdre sancto * Ilyrici iaceo fn sold 
2 3 

83.2 (fair) 

Iuenfs tetendi * lit haberem quod tftere'r 

83.4 (fair) 

Bene uiue, prdpera, * hoc est ueniundiim tibf 



The Versification of Latin Metrical Inscriptions. 147 

84.2 (good) 

Memdriam habeto * esse hanc mdrtalem dormim. 

2 3 

85.2 (poor) 

Gratus parenti * atque amfcis omnibus 
2 3 

92.11 (fair) 

Haue pupa blanda, * anima m[ 

'23 
Biicheler's restoration seems very likely, and necessitates hiatus. 

24.7 (fair) 

Libyae colendum. * fnde ciincti didicimiis. 
= 3 

29.8 (excellent) 

Folidque miilto * adque unguento marcidd 
2 3 

29.10 (excellent) 

Nigrum Falernum * aut Setinum aut Caecubiim. 
= 3 

97.10 (good; written by translator of Menander) 

Vos fn sepdlchro * [h]dc eld[gium inc]fditd 
2 3 

There is not room on the stone for Haupt's suggestion, hoc elogium 
oro incidite. 

1 01. 2 (fair) 

Parentes suasi, * arteffc(ium) dfscere'm 
23 

102.3 (P oor ) 

Ut hoc uenfrem * annis plenus XI (i.e. lindecini) 

2 3 S 6 

I08.9 (f alr ) 

Repleta quartum * litero mense octauo obft 
2 3 

1 12.2 (poor) 

In prima aetate * ex German a cdniuga 
2 3 
128.2 (fair) 

Et le'ges hunc tftulum, * dpta ' tfbi terra leud ' 
2 3 

We might scan titulum optd tibi, but tibi is usually pyrrhic. 

234 
141. 6 (poor) 

Marito exhfbui * fn didm uitae" mead 

r 97-3 (good) 

Rogo ne sepiilcri * umbras ufolare aiideas 
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216.3 (P oor ) 

Breui reuerti, * ilnde nobis e'dita 
2 3 

1557-4 (poor) 

Celebrf faudre * artem exponens suam 

1585.1 (poor) ^ 

Primitfua haue : * e"t tu qufsquis es uald 
2 3 

1792.2 (good) 

Primflla m&tri * dp[se]qu^ns pl[aci]ta omnibus 

2 3 

81.3 (fair ; from a Graecanic archetype, disturbed by the adapter. 
Hiatus did not exist in the original ; see 145. 1) 
Noli ddlere, arnica, * euentum meiim 

1788.3 (poor) 

Amandid * ob sdrte e[t] fdrtuna fmproba 

2 3 

190.6 (poor) 

Et nds antfquorum * emite'mur tdmpora 
3 4 

86.1 (good) 

Iulia * Erdtis femina optima hie sitast 

103. C. 4 (poor) 

Sic me 1 * amasti ut natos derelfnqueres 

X 2 

Various suggestions are possible, e.g. Sic me amasti * ut ndtos, or 

133 
perhaps best of all, Sic me amauisti ut natos 

1 5 47. 1 (poor) 

Quem fatum * eripuit prima lanugine 

1 2 

76.5 (good) 

Valete * et bene facite ud[ 

1 2 

Probably caused by change from singular to plural; cf. 76.1, 76.2, 
77.6. 

i&$-i (poor) 

Primitfua * haue et tu quisquis es uale 
1 2 

68.5 (poor) 

commii]ni heic animo duo * ut essemiis siti 
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1547.2 (poor) 

Et mfhi doldrem matri * fmposuft grauem 

73.3 (poor) 

Monume(n)tum fecit matri * et sibi et uir<5 
3 4 

102.4 (P oor ) 

Nam omnia fecdrunt qudrum * alumnus fui 

1 55 7-4 (poor) 

Celebrf faudre artem * exponens suam 
3 4 

108.10 (fair) 

Attdnitus capita mine uersdrum * fnspice 

4 5 

127.2 (fair) 

Mihi qui hoc loco monument(um) fdei * et mefs 

73.2 (poor) 

Verna Rufria hfc sum sfta. Iuentia * Hilara 

5 

To these 37 instances I might add 5 more (29.6, 89.3 [bis], 143.3, 
187.2), were they not rather doubtful, or capable of other scansions. 

9 cases of hiatus r 7 at semiquinaria caesura, 

come from good -j 1 due to proper name, 

inscriptions L. 1 due to change of number. 

28 cases of f 17 ^14 at semiquinaria, 

hiatus come at 

from fair J main 
and from poor caesura, 

inscriptions ^ 1 1 at other parts of the verse. 

Of all these 37 cases of hiatus, 24 are at the main caesura, and 
of these 24, 7 are from excellent inscriptions. We recall the 240 
instances, listed by Spengel in his T. Maccius Plautus, 1865, pp. 
189-199, of hiatus at the penthemimeral caesura, and we begin to 
wonder if those 240 or our 24 can be due to chance, or whether 
hiatus at a pause or main caesura was not permitted in the senarius. 
If it was legitimate, its absence from most of the comic verses 
would mean nothing; but its presence in a respectable number 
would be significant. Some of our verses, though occurring with 
others that are faulty, have themselves no metrical flaw save the 



1 at semiseptenaria, 

1 at second foot diaeresis, 

1 at third foot diaeresis, 



ISO 
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supposed one of hiatus. One may, like Bucheler, propose to trans- 
pose words, or to substitute other words for those on the stones; 
but it seems very curious that, if these cases of hiatus were due to 
transpositions or to substitutions, so large a part of them, 24 out of 
37, should fall just at the metrical pause, 21 of them at the pen- 
themimeral caesura. Their chronological distribution may be seen 
from this table : 





Hiatus at main pause. 


Elsewhere. 


Total. 


Vv. IN CLASS. 


Percentage. 


I 

II 
III 

IV 


6 

8 

10 


3 
4 
3 
3 


3 
10 
II 
13 


IO6 
214 
229 
I46 


2.83 
4.67 \ 
4.80 y 5.77 
8.90 ) 




24 


13 


37 


6 9 S 


5-3 2 



We see that hiatus occurs more frequently in the later classes than 
in class I, but that hiatus at the main caesura predominates. If we 
compare our cases of hiatus with those in Plautus, we must of course 
bear in mind the difference in time, but we should not neglect the 
evidence of the stones. It is in agreement with the notions that 
prevailed at the time when the arguments to Plautus's plays were 
written; and it is so strong as at least to make it worth while for 
some one again to look into Spengel's long list. 

The vowels standing before hiatus are: — a 5, — e 2, — 1, — em. 2, 
— um 8 (total shorts 18); — a 1, — <? 3, — l 10, — 5 (total longs 19). 



Conspectus of Cases of Hiatus. 





At Main Pause of Verse. 


In Good, 


Fair, 


or Poor Inscriptions. 


J- v*-L 


7 


7 


7 


2 3 








J-KJ*J- 




I 




3 4 








J-*\j -L 






1 


2 3 








_£.* kj-L 






1 


3 4 
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Not at Main Pause. 


In Good, 


Fair, 


or Poor Inscriptions. 


i^*v;X 


I 




I 


1 2 








-Lv*J- 


I 




2 


X 2 








JL* vJ- 






I 


3 4 








JL W *J- 






4 


3 4 
























4 s 








/ * 






1 


5 








37 


9 


10 


18 







Elision, 


especially of Long Vowels and Diphthongs. 




a 


e 


* 


ei 


O 


u 


*7<? 


Total. 


Vv. in Class. 


Instances to ioovv. 


I 


4 


8 


8 


7 


8 


I 


2 


38 


106 


35-84 


II 




8 


20 




IS 




7 


5° 


214 


23-36 J 


III 


3 




2 




10 




2 


17 


229 


7.42 S-i 5.95 


IV 


2 


4 


12 




9 






27 


146 


18.49) 




9 


20 


42 


7 


42 


I 


11 


132 


695 


18.99 



This decrease is remarkable, though in agreement with the fact 
that stricter verse was written more and more as time went on. 
-urn est, -a est, etc. cut on the stones 19 times 

-umst, -ast, etc. 10 

Vowel elided at the main caesura 43 

Such spellings as Magi (44.2), hanc . . . opera (11 2.5) tantum meu 
est (187.2) call for no comment. Quite by itself stands hominesse, 
in a trochaic septenarius (241) : 

Cdgitato te homine'sse et scfto : mdriendustuale. 

Synizesis. 
1) Forms of meus, tuus, suus, 10 instances. There is no trace in our 
inscriptions of the forms sam, sos, sas. These possessives are used 
As monosyllables 10 times 

In sixth foot 57 

As iambi, by nature or position 16 
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2) Forms of is and idem, 8 instances. Noteworthy are 
168.2 Genitdres eius acerba m<5rs facere impulit 



91.10 Eius dssa nunc hie sfta sunt pdsita a c^n[t]urfs 

1 

with which we may compare 

53.2 Dum oste'ndit quod mandauit, quoius umbram te[gft 



69.3 Quoius fatum aceYbum pdpulus mdigne' tulft 



63.3 Sepulta heic sfta sum, ue'rna quoius aetatula 

4 

These render improbable the theory that genitive forms ei and 
quoi (cf. Priscian, G. L. II 228 k.) may be put into the text of Plautus 
where the scansion demands a monosyllabic eius or quoius. 

3) Forms of deus, 2 instances. 

4) Nil is cut twice. Nihil with synizesis (or iambic shortening ?) 
occurs three times. Nihil fills the sixth foot twice, but does not fill 
any other foot. 

5) Consonantization of i and u occurs in these words : Dona- 
tianus, Euelpius, Julia, Lucilianum, Paciljia, Veldumnianus. Biarci 
(1602. 1) is probably an error for Marci. On Diarrytos (107.4) see 
Pliny N. H. 5. 23 ; Zaritus and a variety of other spellings occur, see 
CIL. VIII, preface to 1206-1215. Further, in eclesia, iniuriam, 

peculio, urbium, omnia. 143.4 has aliud; should this be alidt 
(Ritschl, Op. IV, 452.) In 207.1 and 216.6 periit fills the sixth foot ; 
Biicheler notes "periit, iambus ; eas syllabas inde ab Seneca solitas 
esse contrahi constat." Also in nesci[o (54.3) and debuit (172.6) the 
only instance of u in our senarii. 

6) Miscellaneous, pronunciation. The words Hercules, Poculi, 
Ambula have already been noticed. 

The " sightly dame " Claudia 

52.5 Gnatos duos creauit, horunc alterum 
In terra linquit, alium sub terra locat. 

" uitauit scriptor ' altrum.' par huic exemplum haud facile inueneris 
apud antiquos." F. B. A late parallel occurs in Arg. Plaut. Capt. 
v. 2. Cf. Lindsay, Latin Language, p. 449. 
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1 19.2 Cum diu iwbulareis 
1 3 

88.1 ufua mihi «<*[ternam domum 
3 4 

mi is cut in 42.2 and in 58.4. 

90.3 adquie'scere'nt I 97- 2 assint quieti 

5 » 

Bucheler compares quiesco in 477.3 (hexameter), and the inscrip- 

tional forms frequent after the Antonines, Quetus, Quita, requescere, 

inquitare. 

91.5 Magister ludi Iitterar* Philocalus 

91.10 posita a ce'n^juris (we should expect centuriis) 

456 

End of Senarius. 



Class. 


I. 


11. 


ill. 


IV. 


Total. 


Monosyllable 


1 


4 


3 


5 


r 3 


Dissyllable 


55 


' 94 


80 


66 


295 


Cretic or dactyl 


34 


48 


89 


5 1 


222 


Iuentia Hilara 




1 






I 


Words measured 












like parentlbus 


1 


8 


9 


2 


20 


IncommSda 


7 


10 


17 


7 


41 


mtuperes 


2 


2 


7 


1 


12 


uigilantia 




3 




2 


5 


solllcltudine 


1 




2 




3 


iflcundlssimo 




1 


2 




3 


derelinqueres 




3 




1 


4 




IOI 


i74 


209 


'35 


619 



The monosyllables are : sum (1), es (2), £rf (9), enclitics, and ante 
me, — all 13 practically cretic endings. 

The dissyllabic endings consist of 

metis, tuus, suus and their cases 57 ■» 27.45 per cent of the 

) dissyllabic endings. 



mihi- ibi set of words 
Other words 



24 
214 
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Forms in Terence reserved for End of a Verse. 

Our inscriptions agree with the usage of Terence, so far as our 
very scanty evidence goes. 

i) Fuller forms in -auer-, -ouer-, etc. i at end of verse. 

Contracted forms in -arunt, -arant, etc. 5 in interior of verse. 

2) ornarie'r, statuerunt. 

6 6 

3) On nihil and nil, see above. 

4) We have seen that the shorter form pocli seems likely for the 

1 
fuller form that is cut. Once we get uincultim. 



Coincidence. 



Complete w. 


In ist Ft. 


In 2D. 


In 3D. 


In 4TH. 


In 5TH. 


I 


86 


56 


77 


77 


52 


42 


II 


!54 


93 


142 


138 


88 


86 


III 


207 


129 


199 


179 


122 


141 


IV 


"5 


74 


99 


99 


63 


66 




562 


352 


5*7 


493 


325 


335 



These figures, however, are deceptive. We often find verses like 52.2 
Heic est sepulcrum hau piilcrum pulcrai feminae - 
and again verses often end like 53.5 

ne'sciiis ne esses, uale 

4 5 « 

with no coincidence at the close. The following table shows the 
number of verses with coincidence in one, two, three or more feet : 





Complete vv. 


In One Only. 


In Two. 


In Three. 


In Four. 


In all Five. 


I 


86 


I 


14 


27 


26 


18 


II 


!S4 


4 


22 


39 


58 


30 


III 


207 


4 


•9 


64 


64 


56 


IV 


"5 


1 


29 


2 5 


33 


27 




562 


10 


84 


J55 


181 


•3 1 
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A detailed examination of the effect of the laws governing the 
structure of our senarii leads me to the opinion that it was the 
nature of the verse itself, rather than any conscious effort on the part 
of the composers, that caused coincidence. It might be questioned 
whether " the nature of the verse " were not simply a reflex of the 
desire for certain effects in the way of coincidence ; but among other 
things the close rivalry of cretic and dissyllabic clausulae counts 
against such a belief, for the effect of the two endings is exactly 
opposite, as far as coincidence in the fifth foot is concerned. What 
von Christ says of the comic poets, in his Metrik 2 § 392, does not 
apply to ours. Against him are the figures of Oscar Brugman (Bonn, 
1874) as well as ours, — and our verses are far more numerous than 
those readily available when Brugman wrote. Our verses differ 
greatly among themselves in the matter of coincidence ; but, when 
treated together, the figures show an apparent and misleading uni- 
formity. 

Choliambi. 

We have 21 verses, in 8 inscriptions, all later than the republic. 
Group A consists of 4 monostichs closely connected with senarii ; 
group B, of 4 inscriptions of 6, 3, 4, and 4 verses. The difference 
in the two groups may be seen from these tables: 



A. 


1ST. 


2D. 


3D- 


4TH. 


5TH. 


Anapaest .... 


3 
1 


3 
1 


I 
t 

2 


3 
1 


I 

2 

I 



B. 


1ST. 


2D. 


3D. 


4TH. 


STH. 


Spondee .... 


8 


*I 


'3 






Iambus 


6 


14 


3 


17 


17 


Anapaest . . . 


3 










Dactyl 






1 






Tribrach .... 




2 









* Due to proper name. 
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As the freely constructed verses in A are closely connected with 
senarii, they may have arisen from senarii by substitutions. Group 
B is rather strict in formation. 

Results from 21 verses are scanty. The 4 resolved arses and the 
7 resolved theses are normal. The fifth foot is now free to be an 
iambus and is iambic 19 times; this is to avoid — '- — L, for the 

5 « 

same reason that ^ — ^ — is usually avoided in the senarius. In 

5 6 

A the main caesura comes after the fourth arsis; in B, 16 times after 
the third arsis, once after the fourth. Elision is rare — 4 longs, 2 
shorts. 

213.7 is not a choliambus, in spite of 190.8; v. 7 differs in the 
fifth foot, as well as in the sixth, from vv. 1-6. We have the same 
mixture in 216. 

215.3 Sic ntiaauam dblez.% atque trfste suspires apparently has a 
dactyl in the second place ; but the 7 other even arses are short. 
Biicheler quotes Probi Appendix, G. L. IV, p. 199, 15, k., and CLE. 
31.2 nusqua. 

Hiatus occurs twice in 216 : 

216.4 Natfuom * dsset e't pare'ntibiis luctu 

1 2 

5 Semissem * anni ufxit e't die's octo 
1 2 

We might think of esset natluom * and anni semissem. 216.3, a 
12 12 

senarius, has hiatus at the penthemimeral caesura. 

End of Choliambi. 



Spondaic word 
Molossic " 
Ionic a minore 
Monosyllable 




14 
2 



est 
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Coincidence in 21 Complete Choliambi. 









1ST. 


2D. 


3D. 


4TH. 


5TH. 


A 
B 


4 
17 


3 
10 


3 

17 


4 

17 


2 
13 


I 

2 





Ordinarily the nature of the choliamb leaves coincidence to the 
choice of the poet only in the first and in the fourth foot. 

Iambic Dimeters Acatalectic. 

We find 14 inscriptions, with 60 verses ; there is a late one in 223.1, 
and possibly a few lurk at the end of 1257 (fragmentary). Only 5 are 
datable, and all are pretty uniform in character. In the second arsis, 
7 inscriptions (35 w.) admit only a short syllable. Their structure : 





1ST. 


2D. 


3D. 




12 


4i 


9 


Tribrach 




S 


1 




36 


7 


46 




3 


6 


1 




8 




3 




59 


59 


60 



On vowel length we note only 218.3, cursdndo and 219.16, n'emo. 
Once each a and are elided, three times ?. 



Cretic word 
Iambic word 
Word like dolorttus 



End of Dimeters. 

38 Word like mulierem 2 

15 " " compendia 1 

2 Monosyllable 2 



Raptus est is virtually a cretic ; huius et (1613.5) i s exceptional. 

It seems more likely that composers aimed at coincidence in our 
dimeters than in our senarii. In 59 complete dimeters we find coin- 
cidence in the first foot 44 times, in the second, 51, in the third, 48. 
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Iambic Dimeters Catalectic. 

In 1522 (Borysthenes Alanus) vv. 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, 13, 15 are pure, 
i.e. of the form w -!- w J- \j -L ±± A . 1522.9 Ausus fult noctre is either 
> _£_w -L\j J-^j A, like 1554.4, Hie sum sept'dta multis, or is a first 
Pherecratic acatalectic, J- w w J- \j J- \j, scanning ausu' fuit (cf. 
1559.3, animu' sdnctus, in a trochaic septenarius). The intermingling 
of the two metres in 1522 shows signs of symmetry, but this is dis- 
turbed just enough to leave us in doubt about the metre of verse 9. 
•1554.5 differs only in the first foot, T\acrimls mebrum amaris. 

These free iambic dimeters catalectic are sometimes hardly to be 
distinguished from Ionics a minore with anaclasis ; e.g. 
1554.4 Hie siim sepiilta miiltis 

ljacrimis medrum amaris 
and when they occur in such a confusion of metres as that in 1554, 
an absolute discrimination is impossible. 
We may add 225 : 

Aeterna domus hec est, 
Pausum laboris hie est, 
Aliquid memoriae hoc est. 

This has clear traces of accentual rhythm ; domus is practically a 
trochee, and memoriae shortens (?) its ultima before hoc. 

Trochaic Dimeters Catalectic. 

2 1 7. 1 Dda uirago Delia 
226.1 IUlia Pieris obstetn'x 
2 Hfc iacet nulli graufs. 
Bucheler calls 226, 1.2 "acephalos dimetros" \sc. iambicos, vide 
G. L. VI, p. 398 k.]. 

Trochaic Septenarii. 

We should like more of these than we have. Our 34 inscriptions 
contain only 58 verses ; the longest has but five verses, and all are late. 

The odd arses are short in 9 inscriptions, and are free in 25. In 
the latter, Meyer's Law is observed 7 times and neglected 12 ; but of 
these 12 words 7 end in the second thesis and do not count as cases 
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of neglect (see Draheim, Hermes, XV, 1880, p. 240). There remain 
233.1 iratdm (this we can avoid if we admit hiatus at the sixth foot 

5 6 

instead of at the fourth); CIL. IV, 1425, linglt; 211. 8 uixit; 237.1 

44 
Amymoni ; 235.3 (tolerably certain), fellci. 

4 6 

Resolutions. 





1ST. 


2D. 


3D- 


4TH. 


5TH. 


6th. 


7TH. 




Tribrachs 


4 


2 


S 


I 


8 




3 


2 3 


Anapaests 


3 


I 


3 


s 


3 


7 




22 


Dactyls 


4 


2 




3 




4 




r 3 



We get nothing like J- w w w, or <S \j \j w, formed by single words, 

2 3 1 2 

or like J-\j, \j -L, such as occur in comedy. In 1559.3, Animus 
12 1 

sdnctus should probably be read Animu', for the other odd arses are 
2 1 

short. 231.2 gives in manu before the main caesura. 
4 
The sixth arsis is long in 45 vv., short in 2, and consists of two 

shorts in 4. Illegitimate (?) is 176. 1 only, filiae meat. 

7 
The main caesura falls after the fourth foot in 5 1 vv., after the 

fourth thesis in 6. 

Quantity. 

CIL. IV, 1425, lingit ; Ito-, -it lengthened by pause. 
4 
244.1 Quod edf. Compare the similar acephalous senarius, 187.2, 

I 2 

and Biicheler's note on 244.1. 
1526. D. 4 l^gio 229.3 sacrabd 

, „5 3 

241. 1 scfto 

5 

1559. i Labe"ri measured as a bacchius, but in 1559.13 (hexameter) 
4 
the same genitive is measured as an anapaest. 

Omitting final iambics, words naturally iambic remain such in 7 
instances, become pyrrhics in 4 (manu, manus, ace. pi., mini, bis), 
and suffer elision in 1. 
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d) Semi-hiatus: 
233.3 °F& & mi t 



Hiatus. 



241. 1 te hominesse 
3 
F) Real hiatus: 

233.1 Abiat Ve'nere Bompeiiana * fratam qui hoc laesaerft 

4 5 

or Bompeiiana iratam qui * hoc ladsaerft 

4 67 

In 230.2 it looks as if et were introduced to avoid medial hiatus. 

Bucheler compares Plautus, JBacch. 49. 

Elision at the main caesura occurs in 8 verses. Long e is elided 

twice, t and once each. 

Synizesis : defnde, Itoniisia, Oppia, Fui't 

T 5 " 1 " "1 

End of Septenarius. 

Iambic words 21 

Cretic " 12 

Word like Statilius 7 

" " domiseda 4 

" " opulentissumi 2 

" " Atellanica 1 

Monosyllable (est) _2_ 

49 
Of our septenarii, 42.85 per cent end in an iambic word, and 
24.48 per cent in a cretic. The corresponding figures for senarii 
are 47.65 and 35.86. 



Coincidence, in 34 complete septenarii. 



1ST. 


2D. 


3D- 


4TH. 


5TH. 


6th. 


7TH. 


45 


3 2 


35 


5° 


46 


33 


34 



On the whole, the septenarii are disappointing, and do not teach 
us much. 
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One trochaic octonarius may be quoted here : 
1799.2 Sfquis tftulo mantis intulerit ndn illiinc recfpiat tellus. 

Phalaeceans. 



First Foot. 


Class II 60 w. 


III 62 vv. 


IV 34 w. 


Total 156 w. 


Trochee 
Spondee 
Iambus 

Dactyl ? 


37 
4 


I 

47 
1 (1505.10) 
1 
1 (! 553-7) 


31 

1 (1528. B. 5) 


38 
97 

2 

5 
i 




60 


5i 


3 2 


H3 


Second Foot. 










Dactyl 
Spondee 
_ > w 


59 

1 (1504.38) 


53 
1 ('553-3) 


3 2 
i(i555.A.i) 


144 
2 
1 




60 


54 


33 


'47 


Third Foot. 










Trochee 

Spondee 


60 


56 
1 (1553-8) 


33 


149 
1 




60 


57 


33 


150 


Fourth Foot. 










Trochee 
Spondee 
Pyrrhic 


58 
1 (1504.38) 


55 
1 (1516.10) 


3 1 
« ('555- A. 3) 


144 

2 

2 




59 


56 


33 


148 


Fifth Foot. 










Spondee or trochee 


59 


54 


33 


146 
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Class II includes 1508 (11 vv.) and 1504 (49 vv.); 1504 is note- 
worthy as having 37 trochees in the first foot; 1553-1 is our only 
other instance, and in literary verse a first foot trochee is rather rare. 
1504 has third foot caesura oftenest; classes III and IV incline 
rather to second foot diaeresis. The two initial iambi are 1505.10, 
Nigra, and 1528. B. 5, Iouis niln — 

The irregularities indicated in the table above are : 
First foot, 
Y ^2>-1 Q u 3- m i[hi] nd[n l]icu[it] fruare ufta 

"mi necessario requiritur, etiamsi mihi incisum erat." 
Haupt in CIL. II, 59. 
Second foot, 
1504.38 Ergo sdlue I'riApe salue sancte 
cf. vv. 1, 12, 18, 22, 32, 52. 
1 553-3 Me a.6ta.tis #/cesim[<5] dole"bis 

cf. Catullus 55 and 58 b. 
1555. A. 1. Hae" sunt J>druae tuae meaeq. sedes 

Third foot, 
1553.8 sf t]e flere iudt quitn\y\ inge[mi]scis 

Fourth foot, 
1504.38 £rgo salue Priape sdlue sancte 

cf . above, under second foot ; sancte sdlue helps fourth foot. 
15 16.10 Haec inter tamen e't phi/twwphando 
1555. A. 3 Haec est quern mihi suscitdui ufuus 

" uiuus 'excitdui corr. Schraderus." F. B. 
15 17.5 Multonimque amor excidit et <5men 

Biicheler conjectures excidit set omne. 



Main Caesura. 





II. 


in. 


IV. 


After 3d thesis 


35 


27 


13 


" 2d foot 


16 


23 


18 


" 2d thesis and 3d foot 


4 


1 




" 2d thesis 




1 


1 


" 3d foot 




4 




Elsewhere 


S 


1 


1 




60 


57 


33 
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The first caesura after the dactyl is usually the main caesura; there 
are but nine exceptions to this in 150 verses. The two shorts of the 
dactyl 

Form a pyrrhic word in 35 vv. 

" end of dactylic word 22 

" " " a polysyllable 2 

Begin an anapaestic word 34 

" a longer word 9 

Are divided between a trochaic and an iambic 22 

" " " a polysyllable and an iambic 2 

" enclosed in a choriambic (14) or longer (1) word 15 

" otherwise placed 9 

Quantity : 
1508.8 dro 

1504.46 Cupi[do 

4 
1517.1 Cupido 

4 
Iambic words: 

miM, tibl 7 homo 1 puta 1 

" " with elision 2 modb 1 tuae 1 

tibl 1 e s(p) 1 

4 

A short syllable before a mute and liquid 

Remains short in 5 instances 

Is doubtful 3 

Is long 2 (1516.1 pdt-ri and 15 18.4 lAc-rimulis) 

5 2 

Harsh elisions: e 2, I 6, 02, ae 2. 

Hiatus is found once : 

1 5 14.6 Inclusd* uterd decern K(alendas) 

Synizesis is almost unknown : 

1553-7 mi[hi]?, 1555.1 tuad 

3 
Dialysis occurs twice : 

1504.24 Ire pe"r siluas dat file u<5[b]is 

2 3 

1504.49 Zdnulam dt soluas diu ligatam 
= 3 

cf. Catullus 2.13, 61.53, 66.38. 
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Clausulae are not so important here as in iambic and trochaic 
verse. In Phalaeceans, coincidence must occur in the fifth foot 
unless the verse ends in an iambus followed by a monosyllable, and 
we have no monosyllabic ending; for 1505.4 ends with nbli, though 

the MSS. of Priap. 14 give nbn est. 



Class. 


II. 


ill. 


IV. 




Dissyllabic word ends 
Trisyllabic " " 
Word like FlauI5rum 

" " Apollinaris 


3 2 

26 

2 


20 

26 

5 

3 


•5 

iS 

3 


67 

67 

to 

3 




60 


54 


33 


M7 



Coincidence. 



Class. 


Complete vv. 


In ist. 


In 2D. 


In 3D. 


In 4TH. 


In 5TH. 


II 


59 


56 


38 


2 5 


36 


59 


III 


5 1 


43 


24 


2 5 


25 


5i 


IV 


32 


26 


18 


16 


14 


3 2 



Or, in another form, verses with coincidence in 



Class. 




One. 


Two. 


Three. 


Four. 


All Five Feet. 


II 


59 




7 


16 


28 


8 


III 


5' 


2 


10 


15 


19 


5 


IV 


3 2 


I 


6 


12 


8 


5 






3 


2 3 


43 


55 


18 



I have omitted 1514.11, unmetrical, which in the CIL. Bucheler 
emends so as to make it a Phalaecean ; in his CLE. he makes it a 
Sapphic. 
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Inscription 15 15 offers a good deal of difficulty. If we observe 
the points (•) on the stone we get nine lines, ranging from 10 to 14 
syllables each. If we cut out iam and probo from the third line we 
have left a good Phalaecean. Line 4 is good as it stands, and I 
have already used it above. Nothing very satisfactory can be made 
of the rest of the lines. 

1504.6, 1504.10, and 1504.23 admit the dactyl in the third foot, 
instead of the second, that is, they are Sapphic hendecasyllabics 
instead of Phalaecean hendecasyllabics. 

1504.6 Dfssipdm curas animd nocentes 
3 4 

10 Fabulas manes ubi rdx codrcet 

3 4 

23 Nam maids arcdns homines [crjuentos 
3 4 

Ionic Dimeters, a minore. 

Our three inscriptions in Ionics come from Africa : 
15 19, 14 dimeters; Ritschl, Opusc. IV, 309. 
1521, 8 dimeters and an emendable line. 
1554, 1 dimeter along with iambic dimeters and senarii. 
(1554.4 and 5 may be either Ionic or iambic.) 

For possible traces of Ionics see Biicheler's note, 1520, and CIL. 
VIII, 4475. 

Of these 23 verses we have 

d) 6 pure dimeters, e.g. 

1554.3 Bona mater bona cdniunx 
b) 3 dimeters of the form \j \j -L\j J-\j -1M, e.g. 
1 5 19.5 Basis hanc nouatidnem 

e) 6 of the form _j. _ ^ ^ -i-^., e.g. 
15 19.2 Visus dicere sdmno 

d) 5 of the form L ^ J. ^ S. )±, e.g. 

15 19. 7 Vottfm ded dicaui 

e) 2 are muddled by proper names: 
1519.1 Alfe'no Fortunato 

_ x_ > >_£._ 
1 5 19.9 Ades e*rgo aim Panfsco 
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and what looks like a sacrificial formula disturbs 
1 5 19. 1 4 Mactiim cordnatiimque 

In 1519.3 we have Leibe'r Pater bimatus, on which CIL. VIII, 
2632 notes "bimatus Henzenus dubitans interpretatur bimater 
[amphibrach; cf. Ovid Met. 4. 12; G. L. VI, 255.17 K.]; confundi 
enim uidetur Liber pater cum Dionyso, Iouis et Semeles filio." 
Bimatus, two years old, agrees no better with the metre than it does 
with the sense. 

I have passed by 152 1.9 
Diem defunctus obiit. 
The Latin Corpus suggests 
Diem defunctus obi(u)it. 
obiuit is found in Verg. Am. 6.801, obiui in Meyer's Anthology, 1231; 
and in CLE. 107.4 (also African) we have Diarrytos. I prefer to 
transpose 

Defunctus diem obf(u)it 

although in our other Ionics we have elision only once 
1519.13 Dominis munere honbre, unless we decide to call 1554.5 
r\acrimis mebrum amdris, an Ionic dimeter with anaclasis, rather 
than an iambic dimeter catalectic. 



Quantity. 

1 5 2 1 .8 Valida f eb-re crematus 

1520.6 sacrandam 

1520.9 ergo 

1521.4 Triguita, et duobus 

152 1.7 reads Tertium muneris dnte; should this be scanned with 
synizesis, tertium, or is the verse of the form > \j -Z-—\j \j -i-id., 
according to Greek license? 

The first foot is joined to the second by a dactylic word in 7 
verses, e.g. 152 1.2 Medica no\bi!is arte, and by a trochaic word in 2, 
e.g. 152 1.5 Sed cum cun\cta parasset. Anaclasis prevents halving of 
the verse ; of verses without anaclasis 4 only have (medial) diaeresis, 
e.g. 1 52 1.3 Annis qui j fere uixit. 
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Paroemiacs. 

These are found in two inscriptions, 1523 (n vv.) and 1524 (6 
vv.). Their structure : 



1523, Anapaest 
Spondee . 

1524, Anapaest 
Spondee 



The one spondee in the third foot is in 1524.1 Neptuni uertex 
regmen. There are no dactyls. In 1523.1 Apollonia is measured 
w \j J-^i \j. Bucheler notes inscriptional spellings Apolonius and 
Apolinaris, and similar shortening in Greek metrical inscriptions 
(Kaibel 119, Attic, and 686, Roman). 



Miscellaneous. 
First Gly conies Catalectic: 

223.2 Membra quie'scunt arida, 

3 Cuius origo fulgida 

4 br]ebe refulsit inclita. 

5 fll]e submit funera. 

Late, accentual rhythm. 

Second Glyconics Catalectic : 

219.5 Nam nobis puerfs sinuil 
219.22 Scitunis dominf fuft. 

First Pkerecratics Acatalectic : 

1522 (Borysthenes Alanus) has 8 iambic dimeters catalectic, along 
with 8 first Pherecratics acatalectic {i.e. J-\j \j-L^> J-hC), vv. 2, 4, 
6, 8, (9 ?), 11, 12, 14, 16. They show little of importance: Etruscos, 
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bacchius (1522.4), ag-ro, spondee, 1522.6. Of the somewhat doubt- 
ful verse 9 we have already spoken. 

Dochmiac : 

134.3 Amicis nde"m bonam praestitf, 
a dochmiac dimeter, unquestionably due entirely to accident ; com- 
pare Plautus, Persa, 809, 811, 812, and Bacchides, 660, 661, 1137 
(bacchiac dimeters catalectic). 



